The tour was worth a lot more money than I am going to pz y for
:.
| » value ;
. it. A monetary can not be placed on the friendshap of the people who
went on the tour. Wine persons on the tour were from Hahn,znd-the-mesat

%ﬁge two weme PpPaFientsy previeusly had just recently moved from Hzahn,

n

Yost of the people from Hahn were my ¥E8% friends whom I knew well
before the tour. Among those attendingfﬁggegheﬂgﬁuﬁggun (Pastor),
the iﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬂ?ﬂ Laseter's, the Cartee's, Juan Harrison,agghn Hale
(whose mother came over from the states to go on thetour). Altoghther
31 were on the tour. We had a German tourse 33 whﬂdid an outstahding
jobe. Any problem we had she took care of it for us if it was in her
nower to do so, She helped in the small things that malle the tour more
plesant, for instance we didn't have to ® have our suitcases searched
for customs a single time. The only thme theEyx our duseaze bags were
searched was for security measures., # The overall high point of the
trip for me was the 2 day bus tour of Iseael, I liked northern Isr=zel,
especially around the Jordan river and the Sea of Galilee., Jerusalem
was a big let down for me; It was so commercizlized and a2lso there se
were to many tourist. The fact that two p2idcesEx existed where Jesus
was supnosed to have died andbﬁﬁ%ied did not impress me 2t =211. I have
no desire to go beck to Jerusalem or Bethlehem, howewer I would like
very much to go back to Israzel znd spend more time around the Sea of
Galilee,
We met at Frankfurt on Saturday morning and checked in for the
fligcht to Beirut, Lebanon. %e-~£lew-en It was nice and warm when we
§£3r5£§E;EE}and_ in the clear Weather-;;;'cnuld see lights on the mountains
on 3 sides of the airport.x= The view was breathtzking after leaving
{"51 6;.1....# fogey m®m snowy German¥. It had % snowed the previous day iImxfixx at
Hahn, but it did not stick on the ground., They had a swimming bool
at the hotely so went swimming that night and the néxt night. Tle
weather was to cool for the natives to swim, but it felt good to us.
The next morning we took a bus over the mountains to the Bekaa wvalley.
On top of the mountains we stopped and we could see Fount ﬁermﬂn in the
haze, The mountzins we were crossing did nd havexx any trees on them
and they were perfectly bare. The guide storped the bus and let us take
a picture of a cedar tree which w=s the only one in the area. He was
véry proud of that tree. Lebzhon was supposed to be known for its cedar

trees. After crossing the mountains we visited Baalbek and Roman temples,

The Romans were good engineers when they built buildings. On the way &



back we passed some 2-story chikken houses which £ I hought was unicue,
I think that would be 2 good idea for the people who raise chickens in
Arkansas, That evening we returnked to the hotel dinner and overnight,
The néxt day we drove up the cosst to Bybloss;wByblos is sunposzed to be
the oldest cgﬁ%inuusly inhabited eity in the world. Driving zlong the
coast X was $khe first food chance to see the Mediterranean Sea. The
Sea is a beautiful green close %o shorej.-from the air,%ﬁg 882 ggn%%%:
a deep blue as it gets further from shore, W8 returnedi¥ut%% %fgﬁggﬁnn
out of our Hotel for the flight to Cairo Egypt.

It was dark when arrived im at the Ca#ro a2irport. I did not like
the siprportxzixzx¥; the terminal building was an old building and you
felt very uncomfortahle inside, Seven of us @incduding me) did not
have ¥isas, We had to wait for over an hour before dur tour guide came
out with the visastm, The reason it took so long was that anofher m tour
group was on the same plane we were on andg%%%!hggg$g?-335k§%§ag?e%gdhad
¥ieas ted walt until 40 visas were written up. They also didn't want to
give our guide a visa® because gfhe was German., After we finally left
the a2irport, I noticed that the entire ammort had strands of barbwire
around it. We arrived at the Cairo Sheraton and it is the nicest hoséel
I have ever sta¥yed in. ¥y room was on the 10th floor out of 29, On one
side of the Hotel you had = view of the Nile rivery ©On the dther side
you could see the pyramids. 1 think one rezson they chosé such a nice
hotel is because over half the tour felt sick while we were in Cairo.

We had been gone about 3 days and the change in our bodies finally
began to caught up with us, I had diarrhea, however I w=s luckger than
several others because mine was controlable, The next morning we took
a bus to the pyramids which are on the edge of Cairo instead of out in
the middle of the desert. We got to ride a2 camel up hill the Great
Pyramid. It wes Jjust like riding a2 tall horse., The thing I didmaés
not like were all the begger's. Iy camél driverkept wanting me to
give hime some moneys;we were told everything was paid for in the price
of the tour. Ve had a picture tzken of our group on camels in ® front
of the Sphinx. 1 went inside one ik of the pyramids which was nices
now I can say I have been inside the pyramids. It was very hot in Egypt,
however the humidity was low., 2 Next we visited the Egyontian Museum
with its Royal Mummies, However a2 few of the important treasures were
in the museum in Relm Rome or someplape else, After lunch the %ewur

group went on a tour of Cairo and several Fosguey I did not go bedause
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ke I"ild'nﬂt fhll well., That night we had dress up to eat dinn; in the
,/_hgtél;- I-4id not bring my suit and so I had to at least wear a*tle.

-

The only tie*I had mwas 2 bright blue tie I had bought in Lebshon. °
Everybody in the tour made a comment on the tie, and then when w
set down to eat the waiters even had something to say aboutt my tie.
The next morning we took 2 short boat ride dowm the Nile before we

-~ “Had tn go to the airport. Since we left in the daytime, we noticed
soldiers in trenches 211 around the airport. OCne can not fly direct
frﬁm Egypt to Israely we had to change planes in Nicosis.

~

Nicosiz was the first place we had to open our suitcases ﬂnd let

tham seamﬁh our bags, We were not allowed to have any hand 1uggagﬁ and

{fhad'tu eheck all our bags through. ¥We could not even keep our cameras

with- ﬂsa Te landed 2t Tel Aviv snd-3usi-walked 2nd wems- were told to
knap our seaﬁsi They came through the plane and picked John and another
§quﬂaud take them outsgéBe 2nd frisk %hen and search” them before letting

tﬁﬂmwt.get on the bus with the rest of us for the ride to the terminal,
In the terminal =2 lady infexwyiewed-ua srd asked us 2bout the security
measures taken at Nicosiz. She was tzking a survey and wanted to know
our esiea opinion of the security measures we were subject too. Ve
were at the terminal only =2 short time. We took =2 bus to the hotel in
Tel Aviv where we spent the night. The hotel was 2 big let down after
the one in Cairo., The next morning we set out on = 2-day bus tour of
northern Isrzel, & ¥m% Ve saw ocuite 2 few Army nersonzl on the streets.
Male's are drafted for 3 years and female's a2re drafted for 21 months if
they are not marridd when they reach the age of 18. A new recruit recieves
about 228 = month base pay, so they do 2 lot of hitchhiking 2nd the public
usually gives them a ride., We drove along the coast and stopped in
Caesarea, Then we drove on ke to Haifa for lunch., Haifs is a big

‘and had 2 good view from the moutains right near the waters

sea-purtr
edge, The Mediterranean Sea is 2 rdal pretty deep blue in the distance,
We then drove past Mt Gamal on our way to Sofad which = means we turned
away from the Mediterranean Sea., In Safad the buildings had a lot of
wholes in them frome a war where they tried to take over the town. Ve
headed north to a Kibbutz just north of Kiriyat Shmona, KEimiwai-Shmens
=he-dax--befope-wo--wome~theve is the town where the 3 bomb letters were
mailed to Bresident Nixon and two others. The letters were found the
day before we arrived, Later i found out an &m®3® American tnuriF: Wif

' L an

causht trying to cross the Leboanon border and charced with the meridiine,

z : we 2
He was caught the same night irere there. The =zre= we were in hss enemy

+

territory on three sides. Ue stayed in Xibbutz B Kfar Giladi. A Kibbutz



: &
is a communistic type of society. Same are religious, but most are non-

r8ligious s is the nnewgtayed at. They are sort of like a2 big family
in which they iry to be zeifxmu=x=z self-supporting. They believe everyone
is eoual and has the same v»rivileges.zmix They-de-nei-usd-mensx, The
members do not use money. They do a job and their needs aré taken care
of. Several Kibbutz are scattered scross the cﬂuntyﬁ%ﬁg in & X=reid Isrzel,
The next morning we traveled to one of the three spurces of the Jordon
River. ¥We could drink femrmxx from the water where it came out ﬁf a cave
in the mountain. I found eut an interesting fact a2s to one of the reasms
for the 6-day war, Lebanon was trying to dig 2 tunnel to the lediterranean
Sez =nd diver¥ two of the three sources of the Jordon River, We drove
past several mine fields left from the 6-day war that still have been

cleared. Tf Lebanon had sueceded completed the project Israel would have
ocone to war sooner. If you have been reading the papers lately you w+dd have
noticed that there are fierce battles taking place in the Golan Heights
which is the same are that we were in. Weé next traveled south towards
Capernaum, *%-was I found out that the Sea of Galilee is 2lso below
sea level. The Sea of Galilee isavery beautiflu small lake, It is
smaller than I had realizedy the reasonm storms can create 10' waves
on the lake is bedause it is below sea level and the wind gets caught
int the valley with no place to go. We visited a chhple on the Nt of
Beatitudew at the ddge of the Sea of Galilee. This was supposed to be
the spot Christ taught the sermon on the Mt, It is easy now ¥ for me to
picture in my mind hew Christ road acroww the sea én a boat to gel away
from the crowd and the crowd could fairlyvy Eﬁﬁiii eagliy have walked
to the wther side where he landed. The Sea of Galilee was so prettys
aad the water looked so clean and inviting. We could see the valley
where Christ porbably cmme through when walked up from the south to
the Mt, of Beatitudes., We then drowe Q%EEEE the edge of the Sea to
to Tiberias where we ate lunch, 2t 2 »esizaudt restaurany on the edge
of the Sea., We x=z had St Peter's fish for the main cnu?se;allaﬂiggaai—
they-ceek- The fish was cooked, bus-$bai-was—allsy we had to cut off
the head and tail and scale the fish before we could eat it. Some of
the ladies at my table did not Ik like tgésgyes staring at them while
they’ ate their fish. The fish was good when I finally did get to eat
some of it, After dinner we threw bread to the fish that were swimming

g a2round in schools near the dock, The water wzs nice and clear so

that we could see scores of #mall fish swimming aroound. - =1
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After lunch we drove down the where the Jourdon River leaves the Sea of
Galilee. I had always thought that the Jordon Fiver was dirty and
sou— polluteds however at this spot the river was nice and cleam looking.
Next we headed toward Ha-as#eil Nazareth on our way to Jerusalem,
We didm—noi-spond spent veey little time in Nazareth. One high point of
the trip was when we stopped by iacnh's well; enéd Hken Don read from the
seesuni—of-lacobla=yolliy—whnt-—hansendd Don read from the Bible the account
of what happened at Jacob's well, I%Ea unicrue experience to be able to
look out the window and see the exact spot that is being discussed in
the Bible and what went on thousand8s of years agn.’It was dark by the
time k® we arrived in Jerusalem., Our Hotel was located about three beods
kmekx bdocks form the old city of Jermsalem. The next morning we departed
ona walking tour of the old city. We entered at St. Stephen's gate and
visited the Church of St. Anne. The Church building was pretty, buy 1

was beginning to get tired of going inside every Church we came to@Q.,

We next walked to the Dome of the Rock whiech is a Yascue. It is supposed
to be impressives however, on the inside wesw%ﬂgtlunkf 1%15%1333%5 big dusty
RO EEE dlE sﬁ%pmsed to be®the site of the orginal Temple of Jernpsalem,
Some neople say thata%ﬁggd%ggth gﬁﬂghﬁgere the Temple is going to Dbe
rebuilt before the 2nd coming of Christ. Agtual construction has already
started on the new Temples; it is being built prefab in New York and will
be flown to Israel., About 2 years ago someone tried to bomb the dome and
so a guard searched our kmg handbags at the door before we could enter the
Masogue, This struck me aa—i£—%§g—¢ryiﬂgaxa—de£§—ngthat man was trying to
make a feeble effort to stop God from doing what He has said He would. do.
Maybe they are = just making sure that the dome is not destroyed until God
is read for it to be removed, We visited another Masoue before going over
to the Wailing Wall., Since it was Saturday the sabbath we were not allowed
to take any pictures of the wall, The jews do not want any pictures takéng
while one is praying. We walked up to the wall, and themxwexzzuid @ could
see a lot of mx paper or notes stuck in the wall; these were xmi®s persond
neias to Cod. Nex‘t, we walked down the Wia dolorose mr(the Wway of thf" Crnm‘)

H.s
The via dolorosa 15 suprosedly the path that Jesus walked the dey.ha—w&sﬁ

Lhdf Ffﬁ"“i LA

_hung on the Gpess, Fourteen stations or stops are marked along the way

where Jesus stopped to rest or for some other reason. One of the stations
was supposed to be where Jesus was tried by Pidot; afier we cerowded into #ke =2

small ruom, we were todd we can now say we walked on the exact spot Jesus

ralked, ’;@Hg_ialf;xhge%}EEgR%leidlgigymgfnag%ﬁsalem is nnﬂl?bnut 50 feet
C. rtidr
sbhowe the level of ke Jerusaem Fm=ms duréng the time of
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e were constantly plagued by you boys trylﬁﬂ to sell slides of the
li-_siatisna-ef-Lheiat Vi~ dulnrsﬂﬁfhh ngknus and asundry other
"souvernies". The streets were small-and crowded and narrow with
a—-tot-6£ numerous small shops on either sidegef we were tdd to safeggard
our wallets to preclude them being stolen by the scores of beggers
and pickpokkets in the a2rea, I was particularly disillusioned with
the Church of the Holy Sepulchres The Russian Orthadox c¢laim this spoti
is the tomb of Jesus., After touring the majestic Church we entered a spacious
room with 2 myriad of candles., In the center of the room stood
a large rock., Inside this rock is supposed to be the tomb of Jesuw.
We stood in line and had the onpertunity to go ihside and lay our
hands on the spot where Jesus laid for 3 days. Of course we were
exnected to ga?agg*3§£amansh%a the priest who was standing %ﬁs%gg
enterence with an offering plate in his hand. <es leaving the
Church we finally exited through the Faffa gzate. After lunch,
we drove to Bethlehem.znd again stopopped in front of another
famous Chureh, Sissse-ithig-Dhureh-wagn-noi-criis—aa-bis-sa-Fhe-t=at
The grand tour of this Church did not f=ake mﬁc?g%ﬂni;ﬁ soon we were
lead down into the cellar, W& entered 2 fairly smzall rnnmx&a&—&%
AR -85sp-—an-t20-Llogr-3XX/R--2e R -4re-0ady The Ié"genresentnéthe
birthnlece of Christ Jesus ows==mmd., The 15#%11 the museum at
Rome. On the floor across from the stzr were three sets of
o0odl ornaments to represéntz the gifts of the 3 wisemen. Bethlehem
was a big disapnointment to me and several others on the tour.
-rLF?‘;WE‘drﬂVE through the Jewish Orthodox Quarter
of New Jermasalem. We visited the Hadacssah lMedical Center which
js 2 hospital with famous stainglass windows in the Chapel. We
stopred at the Shrine of the Book, where the Dead Sea Serobls =are
kept. We had to take their word for ik what they said becamme nene
of-us-could—nead-themy they were not written in English, Next, we
visited the Room of the Last Suoper. 1t wasjgﬁtemﬂty room on the
second fhoor of an old building. After lunciy wedepeve t0 Jericho
wig Bethany, In BaLhaHy—He—#&5&i&eé—aﬁe+ha%—Ghﬁfﬂh—hufiﬁ—a#ET—%hﬂh
F+t—100K 11Ke =notker

F into caves, 1ne

vigi we visited the t-mb of k== Lazarus. A steep narrow
passage way led down to what looked like = cave at the boitom,

Of course a2nk old lady was standings 2t the entrance with her hand
out., ¥Exky We drove to Jericho wia Bethany. In Bethany we
vigited aznother “hurch build over the nlagée where Mary & Martha

mprEEx were supposed to have lived, fff



On Sunday Morning we drove to the Carden of Gethsemane where Don

gave 2 short devptional,

Returning from Bethak Bethlehem we visited the Mt of Olives.



